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EVENTS:
Save These 

Dates:
    

Sunday, February 5 -
We will celebrate 
“Souper Bowl” Sunday.  
This is a special offering 
to help fight hunger.

Sunday, February 12 -
“Invite a Friend to 
Church” Sunday.  If 
there are 177 in atten-
dance that day, Pastor 
Barb will dye her hair 
purple for the entire sea-
son of Lent.

Sunday, February 19 -
This is “Mardi Gras” 
Sunday.  We will cele-
brate with our brothers 
and sisters around the 
world with beads, pan-
cakes, and streaking (for 
anyone wanting a purple 
streak in their hair for 
Lent), and a SPECIAL 
sermon surprise.

Wednesday, February 
22 - Ash Wednesday -
12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m
The following 5 
Wednesday nights will 
offer soup suppers, Hol-
den Evening Prayer 
Worship and Lenten 
Dramas.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do 
not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. Psalm 
51:10-12

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, AHA, it's Epiphany, and yep, it's 
time to get ready for LENT!!  After months of "ordinary time" on the 
liturgical calendar (the calendar that guides our church year), once we 
get going, the seasons seem to fly by.  Yes, Lent starts on February 
22nd this year.  And as we mark the sign of the cross on our foreheads 
and hear the words, "ashes to ashes, dust to dust" we dare to enter 
into a spiritual journey that gives us the courage to look at all of our 
lives in relationship to God.  The passage above is my favorite Lenten 
passage.  In it we look to God to continually make us whole again, and 
"return to [us] the joy of [our] salvation."  It captures all of the moods 
and challenges of Lent.

I hope you picked up your annual report and read it over.  Please grab 
an extra one and take it to a friend who might be looking for a place to 
rest their souls. We have so much to be thankful for this year, and we 
move ahead with new hope and encouragement.  February is going to 
be hopping at Advent.  On Feb. 5th we will celebrate the "Souper 
Bowl", unfortunately not with the Broncos, but we will take up a special 
offering for people who are hungry.  We have the "Invite a Friend to 
Church" Sunday, Feb. 12th .  The magic number this year is 177 (50 % 
above last year's average attendance of 118).  If we hit that number, I 
will dye my hair purple (or at least tint it) for the entire season of Lent.  
On Feb. 19th, we will join with our brothers and sisters around the 
world in celebrating Mardi Gras (see Wikipedia).  Many an activity on 
that day will help prepare us for the penitential season of Lent by help-
ing us all party hearty.  Rumor has it there will be beads, pancakes, 
streaking (for anyone who wants a Lenten purple streak in their hair for 
Lent), and a special sermon surprise.  Ash Wednesday worship on Feb. 
22 will be offered twice, at 12:00 PM and 7:00 PM.  The following 5 
Wednesday nights will offer soup suppers, Holden Evening Prayer Wor-
ship, and Lenten Dramas.  Watch the next newsletter for the Holy 
Week events.

All of this comes to you as a combined effort of almost every commit-
tee and team at Advent.  Men In Mission, Youth, Young Adults, Worship 
and music, choirs, EET, Council, etc. have all offered to participate in 
making this coming month a HUM DINGER!!!  Pick one and join them.  

Please cut out or copy the Psalm above and carry it with you all during 
Lent.  Try to read it at least once a day.  Every day it will say some-
thing new.  For other possible Lenten Disciplines see the rest of this 
newsletter.  They are inserted on every page.  See how many you can 
find. Let's make this year a deeply moving Lenten season.  I will be... 
With you on the Journey, Pastor Barb

Invite someone to church 
every day for 40 days 
(all you have to do is 
hand them a card from 

the Narthex).
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Stewardship Notes - Paul Cook

Thank you for being here at Advent.  In wrapping up this year's stewardship campaign, I was once again 
struck by the contributions each of you makes to our church family.

We are a small church, this year with some new faces after a few years of decreases, but still just over 
100 households. In a group this size, every individual or family is important. When even small fluctua-
tions happen in our membership, we feel it. When someone is suffering from illness, unemployment, or 
difficult life events, the whole community is impacted. We all appreciate the good events too -- new 
children, weddings or anniversaries, new members who join. If we aren't here one week, 
someone will notice. If we are sick, someone will want to help. In other words, you 
matter here: Your individual presence is an important part of the whole.

Everyone also matters when it comes to the church budget. It's true at many 
churches that about 20% of the members support the majority of the expenses, and 
that has often been so at Advent. This isn't necessarily a bad thing, as some people 
may have more ability to give and everyone needs to find the amount that's right 
for them. An offering isn't an admission fee or the dues for a club -- it's an activity 
of discipleship. But the size of the church and the differing levels of support mean 
that we do depend on each and every member to keep the church operating. It also 
means that if there are changes for any of the families that give at a particularly 
high level, many of whom may be older members, there is a need for others (often 
many households) to help meet the gap.

And everyone matters when it comes to the work of the church. Reviewing this 
year's time and talent sheets reminded me what a wide range of skills and life ex-
periences is represented in our church. It also reminded me just how much you each 
contribute to the church's worship, music, community outreach, social activities, 
educational offerings, and basic administration. Advent does a great deal of work 
for a church this size, and many of you are involved in multiple activities. We often hear a lament that 
there aren't more people doing the work, but the reality is that there aren't that many of us overall. 
Really it's remarkable, and each of our contributions is something Advent couldn't do without.

Advent is a small church -- things are looking up a bit financially, but sometimes it's a struggle. We have 
relatively few people doing the work, but a great deal is accomplished. It's likely to continue to be like 
this. So thank you for everything you do at Advent. We can't do it without you!

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE:  adventwestminster.com

EET (Evangelism Empowerment Team) news for December - Ann Hibbs

“Laissez les bons temps rouler!”  (If you want to know what that means, ask a member of the EET) Wow – we’ve just 
gone through the wonder-full seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. The Word has become flesh, and lives 
among us. At the end of this month, we go to the other end of the spectrum. In February, we will celebrate God's love 
with “bring a friend to worship” on Sunday, Feb. 12. What better day to introduce friends and neighbors to God’s love 
than the Sunday before Valentine’s Day? As added incentive, Pastor Barb will once again adopt a Lenten/Rockies color 
palette to her hairstyle, if our attendance on the 12th meets or exceeds 177 (50 % increase over 2011 average atten-
dance). The contemplative season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22. Leading up to this austere season, we’ll 
be embracing the festive spirit of Mardi Gras. Lots will be happening on Mardi Gras Sunday. We’d also like to encour-
age the congregation to help us welcome visitors everySunday, by giving a gift of an Advent welcome mug, available 
in the narthex on the credenza.  “Let the good times roll!,” so that all may know Christ’s love!

Rather 
than give 

something up, 
take something 
on for Lent.  A 
project.  A Bible 

Passage. A 
prayer.  A re-
minder of your 

baptism (dip fin-
gers in water and 
make the sign of 

the cross).  
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Birthdays                                                                                                                             

2012

George Boyle .................................2
George Williams...........................2
Kenneth Dygert ............................4
Cassandra Schneider .................6
Fran Kindberg...............................7
Madison Schilling ........................9
Ryan Beach.....................................25
Shirley Keith ..................................25
Elayne Jacobson ...........................27
Christina Meier.............................27

If your birthday is not
on the list, please call 

or email the office.
Thank You!

Catch Me in 
My Scurrying

Catch me in my anxious 
scurrying, Lord, and hold 
me in this Lenten season: 
hold my feet to the fire 

of your grace and make me 
attentive to my mortality 
that I may begin to die 

now to those things that 
keep me from living with

you and with my neighbors 
on this earth; to grudges 

and indifference, to 
certainties that smother 

possibilities, to my 
fascination with false 

securities, to my addiction 
to sweatless dreams, to 
my arrogant insistence 

on how it has to be; 
to my corrosive fear of 

dying someday which eats 
away the wonder of living 

this day, and the adventure
of losing my life in order 

to find it in you.

Catch me in my aimless 
scurrying, Lord, and hold 
me in this Lenten season: 

hold my heart to the 
beat of your grace and 
create in me a resting 
place, a kneeling place, 

a tip-toe place.

Guerrillas of
Grace

By 
Ted Loder

ATTENTION:
If you would like your 

Advance mailed to your 
home, please consider 

donating for postage .  If 
you would like your 
Advance emailed,

please email the office
at advent@qwest.net OR 

check it out on-line at 

adventwestminster.com

Start a list 
of things you 

are thankful for and 
add to it every day 

for 40 days.
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The next Can 
Can Sunday is 
Feb 5 ....

Social Outreach is  so thankful for 
all of  the support given to the food 
bank. We are stocking the shelves 
and handing out the baskets. While 
we really do appreciate and accept all 
food donations that are listed, we are 
running low on the following items:   
jelly,  PEANUT BUTTER, tuna, 
fruit, CEREAL and macaroni.  
Please consider picking up these 
items on your next grocery trip.  

SHOPPING LIST

For Advent’s Food 
Bank

Spaghetti sauce
Spaghetti noodles
Hamburger helper

Tuna helper
Canned fruit

Canned vegetables
Mac & cheese
Pork & beans
Refried beans
Peanut butter

Jelly
Ramen noodles

Cereal
Crackers

Soup
Tuna

Canned meats
Rice

Burrito shells

Team/Committee Announcements FREE
COMMUNITY

DINNER
February 2, 2012

At Advent
5:30-7:00

Menu :
Tuna Casserole

(as of this newsletter, we have no 
volunteers to bring food

or help serve )

We are looking for ANYONE 
who loves helping others, 
loves meeting new people 

(no one is a stranger to them) , 
and can’t wait to share God’s 

blessings with others.  
At the last Dinner, over 80 
people were served.  This 

is such an important
neighborhood outreach,
and one that the whole
family can participate in.

We need dishes prepared, 
servers to serve the food,

people to clean up
after the dinner and most 

importantly...people
to listen to and care about

our guests.

Theater and Theology Continues for the 2011-2012 Season
(A Program of the Rocky Mountain Synod)

Join Lutherans from around the Denver area for shows at the 
Denver Center Theater.  Tickets are offered at a discount for being part of 
this group and must be purchased and paid for in advance through Judy 
Warhola (303-427-8251) by the given deadlines.  After each performance, 
the actors return to the stage to take part in a discussion with the Theater 
and Theology patrons lead by Pastor Dan Bollman, Assistant to the Bishop, 
to try to find connections between the world as it is portrayed on stage and 
our faith in our daily lives.

The deadline for tickets and payment for “Great Wall Story” will be Sun-
day, March 4.  The performance will be Tuesday, March 27, at 6:30 p.m.  
Tickets are $30.

Please see the poster in the narthex for a description of these plays or check 
out the Theater and Theology information on the Synod web site at http://
www.rmselca.org/homepage/tt

For further information about the plays, a ride to the play, or the Theater 
and Theology program, please contact Judy Warhola.

Looking Ahead to 
Spring Cleaning

It is time to begin preparing 
for Advent's annual hygiene and cleaning 
supply drive for Lutheran Family Ser-
vices. Each year we have been able to 
donate several boxes of badly needed 
items to support their refugee pro-
gram.  We hope this year that Advent 
members will make this drive another big 
success!  The drive will begin on Febru-
ary 26th and will run through the four 
Sundays in March. We will be collecting 
liquid dish soap, laundry soap, spray 
cleaners ( bathroom and kitchen), sponges, 
bar soap, shampoo and deodorant.

Thank you for your continued support.
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THE QUILT PATCH 

The quilters are planning to show you 
step by step, starting this month, how 
things work in the Quilt Patch.  The bat-
ting is delivered to Marion Von Deesten 
and she brings in a roll at a time.  We 
have here Jean Skinner and LaVerne Wil-
liams cutting the batting.  Others take 
turns at this as well. We get 26 fillers off 
of a roll and can go thru it pretty fast.  To 
see people in action, come check us out 
on February 1st, 15th and the 29th at 9:30 
AM.  

Women's Ministry
Bible Study

We have delivered the 256 items 
donated to our “Cap 'n Mitten 
Tree” to Westminster area 
schools. Thanks so much for your 
generous donations. Now is the 
time to watch for sales on stocking 
caps & gloves for next Christmas.  
There are great buys at most places 
you shop, like Target, K-Mart, Wal
-Mart etc., as much as 70% off.

Our exciting news is we had 8 women at our newly organized 
morning Bible study in January. They have chosen to meet 
the 1st Tuesday of the month at 10 AM in the narthex. We 
have the promise of more attending. Wouldn't it be wonder-
ful if we had to add an afternoon study. The evening group 
meets the 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 PM at the church. We are 
studying the Gospel of Mark, and all women are invited.  
Come check us out. The Gather magazine can be ordered for 
$12 a year by calling 1-800-328-4648 at Augsburg For-
tress. We have a few copies to share right now.

XYZ
“Xtra Years of Zest”

Unfortunately, last month's lunch at the 
Wishbone had to be cancelled due to bad 
weather but the good news is that Helen 
Weingarten and Nancy Castellari, the host-
esses for February, have decided that we 
should try it again, weather permitting. So, 
we will meet at the Wishbone Restaurant, 
9701 Federal Blvd, on February 8th at 
noon.

Hope to see you all there,
Annetta Hernandez

ADVENTurers

A big thank you to Lyle Berge and Harold Brown for 
hosting the Adventurer’s January event. We met in the 
Fireside Lounge to share a nice warm meal of chili and 
soup followed by a few games of Bingo. Everybody 
brought “white elephant gifts” that were awarded as 
prizes. It was a lot of fun to discover what those 
“elephants” were.

It has come to our attention that one of our 
own youthful members, Michelle Moyer, is 
going to be performing in a school produc-
tion of Phantom of the Opera next 
month at Legacy High School, 136th & Zuni, 
on Saturday, February 18th at 7:00 p.m. 

These performances always sell out quickly, so please 
get in touch with Bonnie Olson, 303-429-0413 or An-
netta Hernandez, 303-429-3325, for tickets, which cost 
$10.00 each. You will also have the option of meeting at 
a restaurant ( to be decided) for dinner before the play. 
Watch for more information and a sign-up sheet regard-
ing restaurant, carpooling, directions, etc.

Annetta Hernandez

Pick up a Lenten 
Devotional book and 
read the short devo-

tions with your family or 
friends every day 
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CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE:  adventwestminster.com

YOUTH GROUP INFORMATION :

EDUCATION INFORMATION :

February 2012 CALENDAR :

2/2 -  Urban Plunge speaker @6:45pm 

2/4 -  Service project to compliment Souper Bowl of Caring

2/5 -   Youth committee meeting 
Souper Bowl of Caring Event

2/14 - Council meeting for Bella & Robby

2/25 - Movie “Courageous” for kids, parents, members of Advent @ 5:30pm.        
Dinner will be provided. Great opportunity to explore the themes of the    importance 
of mentoring, Christian parenting, & prayer!  Bring your tissues!

New Orleans Update:

We are well on our way to getting to New Orleans.  
Thus far we have paid the registration cost in full & 
made airline reservations.  I was able to get a 
GREAT price: $265 round trip per person!  We will 
be arriving one day early so we can get settled, do 
a little sight seeing, and thus be completely ready 
to start on the 18th.  We will also be coming back 
late on closing day allowing us to be fully present in 
the closing ceremonies and not worrying about get-
ting to the airport on time.  This is especially impor-
tant as we will all be very tired on this last day.  
Anything we can do to alleviate stress will be bene-
ficial. Thank you for your support of our kids!! 

that this will free up much of my time in 
order that I can do more with the kids 
in activities and service projects.  Be-
tween Club 52, King Soopers Cards, & 
the SCRIP gift card program, the youth 
group should be able to raise the funds 
necessary for gatherings, mission trips, 
and service projects.  Look for Club 52 
envelopes in the Narthex.  Donations 
can be placed in the Offering plate.  
Please write your name and amount 
given on the envelope. So far we 
have raised over $500!!!  

Club 52
What is Club 52?  It is a way for the youth to fund-
raise without having to sell something all of the 
time.  To enter the “Club” all you have to do is do-
nate $1 for each week of the year per family mem-
ber or per household.  You can do this in a one-
time payment or make $4/$5 payments per month. 
At the end of the year, we will hold a banquet for all 
Club” members where the kids will present what 
they have done throughout the year.  I am hopeful 

Fundraising Updates:

King Soopers December: 
$5,119.50 sold @ 5% = $255.98

SCRIP gift cards December : 
$102.23

SCRIP card sales have slowed down 
since Christmas.  Please remember us 
when you have ANY TYPE of shopping 
to do!  Thanks

Teachers meeting 2/4:

All Sunday school teachers will be meeting on 
Feb. 4th at 10am to discuss curriculum, class-
room issues, and to plan for the next few 
months.  If there is anything you would like us 
to discuss, please let your teacher or Tonya 
Hanson know.   

Classes to Celebrate Mardi 
Gras!!

Starting with the burning of Palm leaves to 
be used in our Ash Wednesday service, 
the kids have several activities planned for 
February 12th and the 19th.  Invite a friend 
to join you for the fun!!!
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FEBRUARY 2012

1
9:00-Yoga
9:30-Quilt 
Patch
6:00-W&M
7:00-Choir
8:00-Bell Choir

2
5:30-7:00 
Community 
Dinner

6:30 Property 

3
5-9 HBC Band 
& Choir Prac-
tice

Office Closed

4
8:00-Men In 
Mission meet at 
the church
10:00 Teacher’s 
meeting
9-12, 5-9 SDA

5
CAN CAN 
SUNDAY
Worship 
8:30 & 11:00  
9:45 Sunday School;
Adult Forum
Youth Committee 
meets
“Souper Bowl”

6
7:00-CA
7:15 - Yoga

17
10:00 Women’s 
Ministry Bible 
Study
7-9 Prayer 
Service (SDA)

8
9:00-Yoga
12:00-XYZ @ 
Wishbone Res-
taurant 
7:00-Choir
8:00-Bell Choir

19 10
5-9 HBC Band 
& Choir Prac-
tice

Office Closed

11

9-12, 5-9 SDA

12
Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 
9:45 Sunday School
OLTC
“Ask a Friend to 
Church Sunday”

13
6:30 EET
7:00-CA
7:15-Yoga

14
7-9 Prayer 
Service (SDA)
Study

NO 
COUNCIL
MEETING

15
9:00-Yoga
9:30-Quilt 
Patch
7:00-Choir
8:00-Bell Choir

16

Advance 
Articles Due

17
5-9 HBC Band 
& Choir Prac-
tice

Office closed

18
9-12, 5-9 SDA

ADVENTurers -
7:00 Phantom of 
the Opera with 
performance by 
Michelle Moyer

19
Pancake Breakfast
Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 
9:45 Sunday School; 
Adult Education
Hymn Pickers
“Mardi Gras 
Sunday”

20
7:00-CA
7:15-Yoga

21
6:30 Women’s 
Ministry Bible 
Study
7-9 Prayer 
Service (SDA)

22
9:00-Yoga
8:00-Choir & 
Bell Choir

ASH 
WEDNESDAY
12:00 & 7:00

23 24
5-9 HBC Band 
& Choir Prac-
tice

Office closed

25
9-12, 5-9 SDA
COUNCIL
RETREAT

Movie at the 
Church -
“Courageous” -
starts at 5:30 
Everyone’s in-
vited!

26
Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 
9:45 Sunday School; 
Adult Education

Drive to collect 
cleaning supplies 
for   LFS Refugee 
program (see Ad-
vance)

27
7:00-CA
7:15-Yoga

28
6:30 Memorial
7-9 Prayer 
Service (SDA)

29
9:00-Yoga
9:30-Quilt 
Patch
6:00-Soup Sup-
per (Council)
7:00-Lenten 
Worship
8:00-Choir & 
Bell Choir

Tell someone 
they are loved 

once a day, 
every day for 

40 days.

      Sunday                          Monday              Tuesday           Wednesday          Thursday              Friday                 Saturday
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February 2012 WORSHIP SERVANTS

Safe Haven

The Safe Haven committee is put together, but there are a couple spots still available.  If you are interested 
in joining us, please contact Tonya Hanson. 

What is Safe Haven?  In response to Resolution #3 of the Synod Assembly of 2010, all congregations are 
asked to make a commitment to put into place a system of rules, expectations, & guidelines to keep all chil-
dren, youth, the vulnerable, their families, and the caregivers that work with them safe.

The Synod has provided us with all of the resources necessary for us to begin this process.  Meetings at first 
will be monthly.  Once the guidelines have been put in place, we will meet bi-annually.

LECTORS
9:00

Feb 5 Virginia Feighner See bulletin

Feb 12 Elizabeth Meier For 11:00

Feb 19 Chris Borquez Worship

Feb 26 Michelle Moyer Servants

ASSISTING MINISTERS
8:00

Feb 5 Ann Hibbs See bulletin

Feb 12 Michelle Moyer For 11:00

Feb 19 Judy Warhola Worship

Feb 26 Abby Lindholm Servants

COMMUNION ASSISTANT
8:00

Feb 5 Lisa Cook See bulletin

Feb 12 Jean Skinner For 11:00

Feb 19 Tara Hoeg Worship

Feb 26 Judy Neve Servants

GREETERS

8:00

Feb 5 Donna Clarke, Nancy 
Castellari

See bulletin

Feb 12 Lyle Berge For 11:00

Feb 19 Jim Bohn Worship

Feb 26 Cindy Lindholm Servants

USHERS

8:00

Feb 5 George Boyle, Denny 
Lewis, Jan Hurtt, Vir-
ginia Feighner

See bulletin

Feb 12 Karen Trinidad, Cindy 
Lindholm, Jean Skin-
ner, Jeri Smith

For 11:00

Feb 19 Al Teter, Harry Swin-
hart, Jan & Sandi Bord-
ner

Worship

Feb 26 Ernst Blyt, Jim Bohn, 
Jay & Vickie Voth

Servants

ACOLYTES

8:00 11:00
Jan 8 Zack   Seth
Jan 15 Paul   Delaney

Jan 22 Mary   Devynn

Jan 29 Zack   Seth

Christian Care:   Jean Skinner

Altar Guild:  Beverly Ray, Donna Harris, Denny 
Lewis Give up something you really 

enjoy for 40 days.  Each 
time you want it, remember 

the gifts of God.
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Thank you to EVERYONE on the 

Christian Care Team.  Thank 
you Cheryl Swinhart for sending cards 
in January.  Jean Skinner will send 
cards in February. Thank you  to Ad-
vent’s office internet connection and 
Elayne Jacobson, our phone connec-

tion, when important information needs to reach the 
congregation.  Also, thank you to Oralie Rosencranz 
for reaching out to those unable to make it to church 
every Sunday, and keeping them connected.   Please 
let the office know if you would like to be on the con-
tact list, or if you need to update your information.  

A new Home Visiting Team has been formed as part 
of the Christian Care Team, and already visits are hap-
pening.  If you would like to be part of this new team, 
please contact Pastor Barb.

To get ADVENT  
EMAIL REMINDERS, 
please email the office at 

advent@qwest.net.

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE:  adventwestminster.com

A vital health ministry 
at advent!

Advent has started another yoga class on Wednesday morn-
ings from 9:00-10:00 a.m. in the Fireside lounge. The in-
structor, William Malling, has experience with all age groups. 
The  cost is $10 a session. Robyn Lambert leads the other 
yoga class on Monday nights, 7:15-8:15 p.m.  She has been 
teaching yoga at Advent since 2006. Drop ins are $8 a ses-
sion. Yoga improves balance, strength, flexibility and teaches 
breathing techniques for relaxation. If you want an activity 
that can help your overall health and well being, you are en-
couraged to come and give yoga a try.  Both classes welcome 
new members, and drop-ins.

ADVENT JOINING HANDS
Times are still tough for many of our friends at Advent. “Advent Joins Hands”is a simple way to help our mem-
bers who could use a little boost. If you know of anyone who needs a helping hand, let Dyann Berkey know 
at the church office. If you are in a position to help, gift cards for restaurants or grocery stores are a great 
idea.  Gift cards purchased through Scrip Cards is an even better idea.  You would not only be helping some-
one in need, but helping raise money for the Youth at the same time.  Thank you to everyone who has al-
ready donated gift cards!

INVITE A 
FRIEND

TO CHURCH!

On Sunday, Feb. 12th.  The magic number this year is 177 
(50 % above last year's average attendance of 118).  If 
we hit that number, I will dye my hair purple (or at least 
tint it) for the entire season of Lent.  Pastor Barb

HELP NEEDED
LENTEN WEDNESDAY EVENING DRAMAS.

This year we hope to include  on five of the Wednesday 
night soup suppers, a short religious drama of about 10 
minutes.  In order to do this, we need some help.  About 
three characters are needed each week.  No experience 
needed and scripts are used, so no memorizing is required.  
Scripts will be provided in advance and short rehearsals 
will be done between Sunday services prior to the 
Wednesday dramas.  All are invited to participate and it’s 
just a lot of fun to be involved.  Anyone interested in writ-
ing a script would also be greatly ap-
preciated.

Since this is coming up rather soon, 
we need to meet with anyone inter-
ested.  There will be an information 
meeting between the two services on 
February 5.  You can also contact us anytime for more 
information.  Joann or Fred Bantin 303-427-5431.
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With the 2012 budget approved at the annual meeting, Advent can 
get on with the business and mission of this congregation for an-
other year.  The Finance Committee was able to share good news 
about the positive response to last year's Stewardship campaign.  
Pledges reflect confidence among members that we have turned 
the corner on the deficit of 2011 and will be able to make some 
progress in funding programs at a higher level, as well as take care 
of some of the overdue maintenance of our church property.

As noted in the Annual Report, the budget presented to the con-
gregation is fiscally conservative, stewardship based and funds the 
needs of the congregation and its mission.  Offerings received in 
the first few weeks of this new year indicate that pledges (or esti-
mates of giving) will be honored in a way that keeps Advent look-
ing forward to the next chapter in our history as new members join 
in sharing our ministry.  Advent is poised to "leap forward" with 
new hope in 2012.

If you have not already done so, pick up a copy of the Annual Re-
port in the narthex.  Please take the time to review the budget and 
supporting information -- as well as learn about the dedicated 
work of the other groups and committees who work hard through-
out the year in response to our mission so that all may know 
Christ's love.  There is always an open invitation to join any group 
or committee by simply expressing an interest to the person indi-
cated at the bottom of their report.

Finance - Judy Neve Library Highlights

Geography of religion, where God lives, 
where pilgrims walk, by Susan T. Hitchcock.  
This book "vividly maps the geographic growth 
of the five great faiths, from their ancient birth-
places to their global ranges in the 21st century.  
It is at once a panoramic chronicle of these relig-
ions and a powerful portrait of the many faces of 
the divine as revealed in the teachings of Hindu-
ism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  
Where and when did these faiths arise?  How 
have they shaped history and been shaped by it?  
What role have they played in culture and civili-
zation?  Why is awareness of their past essential 
to understanding our tumultuous world today?  
These are a few of the viral questions in this re-
vealing book … that maps humankind's search 
for truth -- and finds spiritual treasures around 
the globe." 

Check out the 
church library!

January Council News

Good news from our Treasurer, Judy Neve.  She says Advent closed the year in a stronger financial position than she 
had hoped earlier in the year.  Total receipts to the general fund were within 3% of the 2011 budget of $199,706.  She 
says extra contributions including $4,000 from Thrivent helped fill the gap.  All outstanding bills due in 2011 were paid 
by the end of the year except our intent to pay $6,000 to the Synod.  We contributed $3,500.  

The 2011 stewardship campaign was considered very successful.  Paul Cook notified the council that we received 70 
pledges, which is 64 percent of the 109 giving members.  Paul says even with a smaller percentage of members return-
ing estimates, higher total giving is projected for 2012.  Based on that, the general fund budget for 2012 is projected at 
$212,725.  The building fund is $30,000.   

Pastor Barb’s sermons are inspiring, but the Advent sound system is sometimes less than inspirational.  Mark Moyer 
decided to do something about this and is working on upgrading and improving the existing system.  He’s replacing 
some broken microphones, a transmitter and receiver.  He’s also getting microphones so we can hear our choir better.  
There will also be a mixer so we’ll be able to record the services for the website and for shut-ins to enjoy!

The Hmong needed more room for their musical instruments that they carry upstairs from the basement every week.  
The place they store them now presents a fire exit and water damage risk.  The council approved a motion to build an 
office for the Hmong in the basement, so they can store their instruments in their existing office by the Narthex.  Al 
Muniz will work with the Hmong to build a simple office for them in the basement.  

The Council will have its annual retreat to welcome its new members in February.  So far, Mark Manshardt and Donna 
Harris have agreed to join the council, so be sure to thank them for their commitment.  
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       DON’T FORGET TO CALL 
    THE  OFFICE…..

�i When a new child is born or adopted into your family.
�i When a loved one is hospitalized or very ill.
�i To add someone to the prayer list.
�i To request that the Pastor visit at home, in the hospital or care 

center.
�i To update the address/phone numbers of family members, includ-

ing 
       college students.
�i To make an appointment to meet with the Pastor or a staff mem-

ber.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SAVE YOUR USED 
“INKJET” CARTRIDGES FOR THE YOUTH!

Only cartridges with a copper head are 
accepted for this  program.  The recycling container is 

under the mailboxes.

THANK YOU S and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Perform a random and 
anonymous act of kindness 
every day for 40 days.

MILESTONE CELEBRATIONS

Many times I have heard someone say about our church... ”This is my 
family.” I too believe that the people here at Advent are part of my fam-
ily.  In fact, I tend to spend more time with my church family than my 
blood family! With this thought in mind, we felt it was time to add a new 

tradition to our lives here at Advent.  A tradition of celebrating new babies and upcom-
ing weddings. Baby showers and wedding showers should be MILESTONES in each 
other lives that we lift up as blessings and celebrate with great joy!!!  In fact, we cele-
brated our first Milestone event in January with a baby shower for Jennifer Lewis.  Keep 
your eye out for more events as the year continues.  If this is a ministry that you would 
like to help with, please let Pastor Barb know.   

Thank you to all those responsible for the 
“Goody Bags” that were delivered over the 
holidays.  Also, the Carolers were wonderful 
again this year, and were very much enjoyed!

Love in Christ, 
Oralie Rosencranz

When I arrived at HAVE A HEART today, there was a bag 
from Advent with scarves, caps, gloves and mittens.  Thank 
you for helping us with our mission.  It is only with the help of 
people like you, that we are able to care for these people in 
need.

Sincerely,  Barbara Day

Thank you very much for the bag of “treats” 
delivered to me by Shirley Nelson.  It was 
very nice.  Happy New Year!  Geneva 

Thank you for thinking of Loyal and me at this 
very busy and exciting time.  Have a great time 
celebrating Jesus’ birthday.

Marge Dorsey

Thank You very much for the gift cards I received from the 
church (Advent Joining Hands ).  For the first time in my 
life, I found myself unemployed.  My sincere thanks and best 
wishes to all!

Virginia Dedizio (sister-in-law of an Advent 
member)
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Giving Thanks For:

THE BACK PEW - Where Lutherans hang out

This column is designed to get answers to questions that you think everyone may 
want to know.  Please send your questions to Pastor Barb via e-mail, 

pastorbarb@qwestoffice.net or a note in her box.

How do we become a family?

This past year Advent took on 19 new members.  The year before just about as many.  Every week we see 
now folks, some visiting once, some coming often.  We use name tags in order that they may feel welcome.  
Now we have two services, and that makes for even more separation.  So, how do we become a family?

For some, who have been here for years it can be a little overwhelming to not see the same crowd of people 
every week.  But a huge part of what brings people back is the feeling of "family" that we have here, and 
our openness to including everyone who walks in the door in that family.

Beginning this year we're trying to celebrate "Milestones" with folks, old and new (See Tonya's invitation).  
Every time you come to a Milestone event, even if you don't have a chance to get a gift or card, you get a 
chance to meet folks and get to know them a bit.  Every team and committee offers the same opportunity.  
Adventurers, Men in Mission, Women's Bible Studies, Quilters, Choirs, Young Adults, Youth and Sunday 
School, everyone of these activities is designed to bring us together as a family.  Don't miss out on the op-
portunity to meet someone new.  Even in the midst of your busy lives, a few hours here at church will con-
nect you to a community of  folks who are deeply rooted in the Love of God, and who will be here for you 
in all of the ups and downs of your life.  Look at the Annual Report and pick something that looks like fun 
to you.  You will receive as much as you give, and the words, "brothers and sisters in Christ" will take on a 
whole new meaning.  Give it a try.


